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TITLE

• Last breath – usually refers to someone’s death or 

someone sticking to his point/opinion.

• Turning point depends on both meanings of the last 

breath

• It is effective because……



SETTING (Time and Place)

• The story begins with a visit to a blind school.

• It ends with a visit at a graveside.

• The story ends in sunny August – the narrator on his 

way back home with oranges in his basket.



PLOT

1. OPENING:

The narrator  is deeply 

in love with Eva, a blind 

girl whom he plans to 

marry as soon as 

possible

2.Conflict/Complications
The narrator is angry because his father is 

trying to prevent him from marrying Eva. 

He shouts, “Give her eyes” at his father. 

They have clashed before. When he 

propose to Eva, she says he must wait.  

CLIMAX/TP

Eva is going to the hospital 

for an operation.  A 

mysterious donor, who is 

near death, has promised 

her his corneas. There is a 

chance that she might 

regain her sight

DENOUEMENT

It appears that Eva can see again and that 

they are now together. The identity of the 

donor becomes clear.



PLOT…

• Introduction: The narrator is deeply in love with Eva, who is 
blind

• Rising action : He is angry because his father wants to prevent 
his marriage to Eva

• The son refuses to accept his father’s opposition

• Mother > informs her son about his father’s desperate health 
condition (Lung Cancer)

• Climax: narrator proposed to Eva –

• She asked him to wait as she was about to undergo an operation 
which might restore her eyesight.

• She was about to receive corneas from a near-death organ 
donor.

• Denouement: Reveals why Eva is able to see again, his father 
donated his corneas to her with his last breath



CHARACTERS:

• NARRATOR:

• Key character in the story – centre of events

• passionate love and admiration for Eva

• a very determined person:

• does not allow his father to dictate whom he has to marry

• He gave Eva a cheap copper ring instead of a shiny diamond ring.

• He is not prepared to compromise 

• He won’t have anything standing in his way

• Ultimately, he sees his father in a different light as he becomes 

aware of his father’s sacrifice.

• “You always had a kind heart…” 



CHARACTERS…

• FATHER:

• Changed to an extent: (from an opposer to 

helper/donor)

• His opposition to his son’s marriage – thinking of his 

son’s welfare

• When challenged to “give her eyes” he comes to a 

brave decision.

• He donated his corneas to Eva for her to regain her 

eyesight



CHARACTERS…

• MOTHER:

• She is a peacemaker

• Loves her son and husband equally

• While she would prefer her son to obey his father’s ruling (wishes), she 
also likes Eva and never tries to argue against her son’s decision to marry 
Eva.

• At the end she has accepted Eva into her family.

• EVA:

• Blind lady still at school

• Passionately loved by the narrator

• Received corneas from a mysterious donor

• Eventually regained her eyesight



Eva



Theme

• Literal = “Seeing”

• Eyes and sight (Eva unable to see)

• Figurative = “Blind”

• How easily we can misunderstand other people’s motive through 
our own limited point of view.

• The narrator is blind to his father’s responses and motives.

• Generation gap:

• Sometimes parents and children have different views on what is 
best. (leads to conflicts and misunderstandings)

• E.g – the father wants what is best for his son but that [although he 
(FATHER) meant well] lead to unhealthy clashes and divisions

• The son finally realises that his father really did care about his 
future happiness.


